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The Philip Paul Breen Council 8576 Knights want you and your family to enjoy a safe 
and healthy Winter season.   

Portable heaters or space heaters are used by many during the 
winter months to help keep warm from the persistent frigid temper-
atures. While portable space heaters do help to generate heat, you 
need to be aware of the increased risk of fire caused by these 
heaters.  

According to the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA), be-
tween 2011 and 2015, space heaters accounted for around 43% of 

U.S. home heating fires and 85% of 
associated deaths. 

December, January, and February are the 
leading months for home fires. Peak time 
for home heating fires is between 4 PM 
and 8 PM (27%), with another 20% occur-
ring between 8 PM and Midnight. The few-

est fires occurred between midnight and 8 AM, but these fires 
caused almost half of the home heating fires deaths. 

  

Know your winter weather terms: 

Issued for accumulations of snow, freezing rain, freezing drizzle, and sleet which will cause sig-

nificant inconveniences and, if caution is not exercised, could lead to life-threatening situations. 

Alerts the public to the possibility of a blizzard, heavy snow, heavy freezing rain, or heavy sleet. 

Winter Storm Watches are usually issued 12 to 48 hours before the beginning of a Winter Storm. 

Winter Storm Warning 

Issued when hazardous winter weather in the form of heavy snow, heavy freezing rain, or heavy 

sleet is imminent or occurring. Winter Storm Warnings are usually issued 12 to 24 hours before 

the event is expected to begin. 

Do you have a weather radio? Why not? They are inexpensive, available online, and at local stores for 
as little as $30.00. They work on battery when AC power is lost. Some weather radios are included in 
bedside alarm clocks. There are some that are powered by cranking to charge the internal battery and 
even have a flashlight as part of the radio (no battery required!). 

Just remember to change the backup battery twice each year when you change the clock time. What 
are you waiting for? It can save your life! 

These fires caused an estimated annual average of:  

Deaths           Injuries     Property Damage 
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Tips and Guidelines 
 

IS A PERSON HURT OR IN DANGER? - DO YOU NEED THE POLICE, FIRE, OR AMBULANCE? 

Have you ever wondered whether to call 9-1-1? Since 9-1-1 is for emergencies only, it helps to understand when 
to call and when not to call. An emergency is any serious situation where a law enforcement officer, fire fighter, 
or emergency medical help is needed right away. If you are unsure of whether your situation is an emergency, go 
ahead and call 9-1-1. The 9-1-1 call taker can determine if you need emergency assistance and can route you to 
the correct location. 

IF YOU DO CALL 9-1-1, EVEN BY MISTAKE, DO NOT HANG UP THE PHONE. 

9-1-1 call takers are trained to get the most important information as quickly as possible to get help on the way 
to an emergency. In an emergency, allow the call taker to ask you all the questions they need to get help there in 
the timeliest manner before you hang up or leave the phone. 

WHEN CALLING 9-1-1 DO YOUR BEST TO STAY CALM AND ANSWER ALL QUESTIONS. 

Staying calm can be one of the most difficult, yet most important, things you do when calling 9-1-1. It is very im-
portant that you stay as calm as possible and answer all the questions the 9-1-1 call taker asks. 

HELP THE 9-1-1 CALL TAKER HELP YOU. 

Listen and answer the questions asked. By doing this, it helps the call taker understand your situation and will 
assist you with your emergency until the appropriate police, fire, or medical units arrive. 

KNOW THE LOCATION OF THE EMERGENCY. 

The wireless 9-1-1 caller must be aware that the 9-1-1 center that answers the call may not be the 9-1-1 center 
that services the area that the wireless caller is calling from. Look for landmarks, cross street signs, and buildings. 
Know the name of the city or county you are in. Knowing the location is vital to getting the appropriate police, 
fire, or EMS units to respond. Providing an accurate address is critically important when making a wireless 9-1-1 
call. 

TEACH YOUR CHILDREN HOW TO CALL 9-1-1. 

Be sure they know what 9-1-1 is, how to dial from your home and cell phone, and to trust the 9-1-1 call taker.  

POST YOUR ADDRESS CLEARLY AND PROMINENTLY AT YOUR ENTRANCE AND ON YOUR HOME. 

Posting your 9-1-1 address at the driveway entrance and on your home will alleviate any confusion as to whether 
emergency responders have the correct location 

KNOW THE PHONES YOU OWN. 

Educate everyone about the phone system in your home as well as your cell phone.  

 


